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A NOTE FROM THE CO-FOUNDERS
 

Welcome back everyone to the 37th Annual Great 
Sports Legends Dinner.  
 

We are grateful to all of you for your on-going and 
generous support of The Buoniconti Fund and The 
Miami Project to Cure Paralysis.  The past two years 
have been so challenging to the global community and 
to many of our closest family members and friends.
 

It has been a great joy to see how much excitement 
we have received since announcing the return of this 
tremendous event to New York City. 
 

Led by Scientific Director, Dr. W. Dalton Dietrich, The 
Miami Project research team continues to push the 
envelope and develop new and compelling discoveries 
that will lead to life-changing treatments.
 

The Lois Pope LIFE Center is the home of our basic science research and serves 
as the pipeline to our Clinical Trials Initiatives.  Within its walls our researchers 
have seen significant advancements in our hypothermia, axonal regeneration, drug 
discovery, gene therapy, cell transplantation and our world-class neural engineering 
programs.  The Christine E. Lynn Rehabilitation Center helps to bring our basic 
science discoveries into the clinical realm.  The Lynn Rehabilitation Center houses 
all our clinical science programs, including our brain computer interface research, 
neuromodulation and activity based plasticity laboratories, motor rehabilitation and 
functional electrical stimulation spaces, and much more. 
 

We have never been more excited and enthusiastic than we are today about the 
mission and success of The Buoniconti Fund and The Miami Project that now 
include our expanded research focusing on all neurological disorders and diseases.   
 

Not a day passes that we don’t think about Nick Buoniconti, and everything he did 
to change the lives of millions of spinal cord injured people all over the world.  His 
legacy continues to inspire us and motivate every researcher, staff member and 
volunteer to never give up until a cure for paralysis is found!   
 

Thank you, our loyal friends, for your continued dedication, commitment, and 
belief in our mission.  We want to thank our Dinner Chairman, Mark Dalton, The 
Buoniconti Fund Board of Directors, the Great Sports Legends, honorees, our 
wonderful donors, tireless volunteers, and our University of Miami Family. 
 

THANK YOU FOR STANDING UP FOR THOSE WHO CAN’T!

Marc A. Buoniconti			   Barth A. Green, M.D.
President and Co-Founder		  Chairman and Co-Founder
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THE MIAMI PROJECT TO CURE PARALYSIS
and

THE BUONICONTI FUND TO CURE PARALYSIS

In 1985, Barth A. Green, M.D., world-renowned neurosurgeon, and Nick 
Buoniconti, NFL Hall of Fame linebacker, joined forces and founded The 
Miami Project to Cure Paralysis after Nick’s son, Marc, sustained a spinal 
cord injury during a college football game. Since then, research at The 
Miami Project has changed the landscape of knowledge and therapeutic 
strategies for spinal cord injury and traumatic brain injury.

Committed to finding a cure for paralysis resulting from spinal cord injury and 
to seeing millions worldwide walk again, the Buoniconti family established 
The Buoniconti Fund to Cure Paralysis in 1992. The Buoniconti Fund is 
a non-profit organization whose mission is to raise funds and awareness 
to help The Miami Project achieve its primary focus; to repair and restore 
function to the injured and diseased nervous system, thereby improving the 
quality of life to patients throughout the world.  

The Miami Project, a Center of Excellence at the University of Miami 
Miller School of Medicine, is now considered one of the premier research 
programs conducting cutting-edge discovery, translational and clinical 
investigations targeting traumatic spinal cord and brain injury, and other 
neurological disorders. The Miami Project’s international team of over 175 
scientists, researchers, clinicians and support staff is dedicated to improving 
the quality of life and, ultimately, finding a cure for paralysis. Miami Project 
researchers are currently conducting clinical studies and trials in spinal cord 
injury, including testing neuroprotective strategies, cellular therapies using 
Schwann cell and stem cell transplantation and advanced rehabilitation and 
neuromodulation approaches including the use of brain machine interface 
technologies. Other areas of current research include drug discovery for 
axonal regeneration and immune modulation, neuropathic pain, male 
fertility and cardiovascular disorders.

MARC BUONICONTI
president

BARTH A. GREEN, M.D.
co-founder

W. DALTON DIETRICH, PH.D.
scientific director

ALLAN D. LEVI, M.D., PH.D.
clinical director



THE MIAMI PROJECT
SCIENTIFIC UPDATE

The Miami Project to Cure Paralysis is thankful to our friends, volunteers and 
the spinal cord injury community for supporting our research, educational 
and outreach programs. Over the past year, we have made significant 
advances in our translational and clinical programs for spinal cord injury and 
other neurological disorders. 

With our Department of Neurological Surgery colleagues, we have expanded 
our multidisciplinary programs and established new collaborations using 
innovative approaches addressing complex issues related to brain and spinal 
cord injury. The Miami Project therapeutic pipeline is helping to move new 
discoveries to the clinic with treatment interventions targeting the acute, 
subacute and chronic phases of injury. Significant progress is being made 
in the area of acute care where the cellular and molecular mechanisms 
underlying neuroprotective interventions such as therapeutic hypothermia 
are being clarified to enhance our human trials. 

More exciting news includes recent NIH funding for a significant drug discovery 
program to identify and test novel compounds to promote successful axonal 
regeneration in people living with spinal cord injury.  Working with industry, 
innovative approaches for enhancing motor function by stimulating cranial 
and intraspinal circuits are also showing great promise in enhancing motor 
function in people living with chronic paralysis. Also, our human Schwann cell 
program is now testing the benefits of small extracellular vesicles released 
from human cells to promote regenerative processes in preclinical as well as 
clinical studies. 

The new Christine E. Lynn Rehabilitation Center is providing outstanding care 
for people with many types of injuries and disabilities. There, clinical researchers 
are evaluating rehabilitation approaches including neuromodulation to activate 
and enhance circuit function responsible for motor and sensory function in 
people living with disabilities. Our growing scientific community is fortunate to 
work in two state-of-the-art facilities where new discoveries in the Lois Pope 
LIFE Center can be seamlessly translated to the Lynn Rehabilitation Center 
where everyday advances are being made to change medical care. 

These are exciting times for The Miami Project as we translate spinal cord 
injury discoveries to other neurological disorders including stroke, traumatic 
brain injury and neurodegenerative diseases. We sincerely appreciate the 
continued support of our friends and colleagues for our programs focusing 
on novel strategies to improve the quality of life of all individuals living with 
paralysis and other neurological disorders. 

Barth A. Green, M.D.     W. Dalton Dietrich, Ph.D.     Allan D. Levi, M.D., Ph.D.
Co-Founder                  Scientific Director                Clinical Director



LEGEND ALUMNI
Stephanie Sayfie Aagaard 
Hank Aaron 
Kareem Abdul Jabbar 
Andre Agassi 
Troy Aikman 
Amy Alcott 
Buzz Aldrin
Muhammad Ali 
Marcus Allen 
Ray Allen
Lyle Alzado 
Dick Anderson
Mario Andretti 
Michael Andretti 
Maya Angelou 
Eddie Arcaro 
Lance Armstrong 
Adrienne Arsht 
Arthur Ashe 
Red Auerbach 
Jerry Bailey 
The Bantle Family 
Charles Barkley 
Rick Barry 
Carmen Basilio 
Bob Beamon 
Johnny Bench 
Yogi Berra 
Simone Biles
Matt Biondi
Bonnie Blair 
George Blanda 
Wade Boggs 
Brian Boitano
Calvin Borel 
Julius Boros 
Mike Bossy 
Ray Bourque 
Scotty Bowman 
Bill Bradley 
Terry Bradshaw 
George Brett 
Romero Britto
Tom Brokaw 
Antron Brown 
Jim Brown 
Dick Butkus 
Jennifer Capriati 
Rod Carew 
Harry Carson 
Gary Carter 
Billy Casper 
Helio Castroneves 
The Chambers Family
Michael Chang 
Kim Clijsters
Orianne Collins 
Phil Collins
Cris Collinsworth

Nadia Comenici 
Erik Compton 
Bart Conner 
Jimmy Connors 
Angel Cordero, Jr.
Bob Costas 
Jim Courier 
Bob Cousy 
Bill Cowher 
Walter Cronkite 
Larry Csonka 
Mark Dalton
Andre Dawson 
Pat Day 
Scott Dixon
Meghan Duggan
Gil de Ferran 
Oscar De La Hoya 
Dave Debusschere 
Donna DeVarona 
Gail Devers 
Joe DiMaggio 
Marcel Dionne 
Mike Ditka 
Tony Dorsett 
Clyde Drexler 
Angelo Dundee 
Teresa Edwards 
Ernie Els 
John Elway 
Roy Emerson 
Mike Eruzione 
Julius Erving 
Victor Espinoza 
Phil Esposito 
Emilio and Gloria Estefan 
Janet Evans 
Kevin Everett 
Chris Evert 
Patrick Ewing 
Nick Faldo 
Marshall Faulk 
Bob Feller 
Mary Joe Fernandez 
Ignacio “Nacho” Figueras 
Carlton Fisk 
Emerson Fittipaldi 
Bruce Fleisher 
Peggy Fleming 
Ray Floyd 
John Force 
Whitey Ford 
George Foreman 
AJ Foyt 
Amy and Brian France
Dario Franchitti
Joe Frazier 
Walt Frazier 
Rowdy Gaines 

Chip Ganassi 
Tim Gannon 
Don Garlits 
Boom Geoffrion 
Ed Giacomin 
Joe Gibbs 
Clark Gillies 
Pancho Gonzales 
Evonne Goolagong 
Richard “Goose” Gossage 
Bob Griese
Wayne Gretzky 
Florence Griffith Joyner 
Darrell Gwynn 
Gary Hall 
Dorothy Hamill 
Laird Hamilton 
Scott Hamilton 
Mia Hamm 
Franco Harris 
John Havlicek 
Tony Hawk 
Calvin Hill 
Grant Hill 
Larry Holmes 
Lester Holt
Evander Holyfield 
Gordie Howe 
Bobby Hull 
Brett Hull 
Jim Hunter 
Julio Iglesias 
Michael Irvin 
Hale Irwin 
Dan Jansen 
Bruce Jenner 
Irving “Magic” Johnson 
Jimmy Johnson 
Michael Johnson 
Raffer Johnson 
Shawn Johnson 
K.C. Jones 
Roy Jones, Jr.
Tommy Lee Jones 
Michael Jordan 
Jackie Joyner Kersee 
Beverly Kearney 
Jim Kelly 
Nancy Kerrigan 
David Kiley 
Bernard King 
Billie Jean King 
Roger King 
Franz Klammer 
Wladimir Klitschko
Olga Korbut 
Julie Krone 
Mike Krzyewski 
Michelle Kwan 



Guy Lafleur 
Pat Lafontaine 
Jake Lamotta 
Tom Landry
Congressman Jim Langevin
Bob Lanier 
Tommy Lasorda 
Rod Laver 
Brian Leetch 
Mystery Legend 
Mario Lemieux 
Greg Lemond 
Ivan Lendl 
Sugar Ray Leonard 
Lisa Leslie 
Marv Levy 
Carl Lewis 
Lennox Lewis 
Ray Lewis 
Tara Lipinski
Nancy Lopez 
Greg Louganis 
Jerry Lucas 
Christine Lynn 
John Madden 
Phil Mahre 
Karl Malone 
Ray “Boom Boom” Mancini 
Mickey Mantle 
Dan Marino
Curtis Martin 
Mark Martin 
Pedro Martinez 
Willie Mays 
John McEnroe 
Frank McGuire 
Rick Mears 
Mark Messier 
Stan Mikita 
Cheryl Miller
Johnny Miller 
Earl Monroe 
Joe Montana 
Archie Moore 
Joe Morgan 
Edwin Moses
Alonzo Mourning 
Chris Mullin 
Stan Musial 
Joe Namath 
Martina Navratilova 
James Nederlander
Cam Neely 
Craig Neilsen 
Wayne Newton
Jack and Barbara Nicklaus 
Greg Norman 
Ken Norton 
Diana Nyad

Dan O’Brien 
Shaquille O’Neal 
Lorena Ochoa 
Al Oerter 
Hakeem Olajuwon 
Bobby Orr 
David Ortiz
Jim Palmer 
Bill Parcells 
Robert Parish 
Ara Parseghian 
Benny Parsons 
Floyd Patterson 
Walter Payton 
Roger Penske 
Willie Pep 
Tony Perez 
Richard Petty 
Mike Piazza 
Laffit Pincay, Jr.
Scottie Pippen 
Gary Player 
Lois Pope 
Jorge Posada 
Dennis Potvin 
Don Prudhomme 
Amy Purdy
Bobby Rahal 
Stewart Rahr 
Gabrielle Reece 
Ed Reed
Willis Reed
Mary Lou Retton 
Jerry Rice 
Mike Richter 
Pat Riley 
Cal Ripken, Jr.
Mariano Rivera
Phil Rizzuto 
Oscar Robertson 
Brooks Robinson 
David Robinson 
Alex Rodriguez
Chi Chi Rodriguez 
Wilma Rudolph 
Bill Russell 
Johnny Rutherford 
Joe Sakic 
Barry Sanders 
Warren Sapp 
Gale Sayers 
Suzie Sayfie
Mike Schmidt 
Jack Schneider 
Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf 
Tom Seaver 
Willie Shoemaker 
Don Shula 
Charlie Sifford 

Bill Simon 
Christian Slater
Kelly Slater 
Dean Smith 
Emmitt Smith 
Kenny Smith 
Mike Smith
Ozzie Smith 
Stan Smith 
Sam Snead 
Randy Snow 
Annika Sorenstam 
Bart Starr 
Roger Staubach 
Gary Stevens 
John Stockton 
Curtis Strange 
Picabo Street 
Danny Sullivan 
Pat Summerall 
Hal Sutton 
Jason Taylor
Lawrence Taylor 
Isiah Thomas 
Jenny Thompson 
John Thompson 
Joe Torre 
Dara Torres 
Tony Trabert 
Bryan Trottier 
Ron Turcotte & Secretariat 
Chase Utley
Johnny Unitas 
Al Unser, Sr.
Al Unser, Jr.
Amy Van Dyken-Rouen
John Vanbiesbrouck 
Ken Venturi 
Dick Vermeil 
Christian Vieri
Lesley Visser 
Chris Waddell
Dwyane Wade 
Virginia Wade 
Rusty Wallace 
Bill Walsh 
John Walsh
Bill Walton 
Darrell Waltrip 
Abby Wambach
Lenny Wilkens 
Lauryn Williams 
Venus Williams
Ralph Wilson 
Dave Winfield 
Katarina Witt 
James Worthy 
Kristi Yamaguchi 
Cale Yarborough   

LEGEND ALUMNI



THE MIAMI PROJECT

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

/CureParalysis            @BuonicontiFund

@TheMiamiProject

#SportsLegendsDinner #BuonicontiFund



THE BUONICONTI FUND
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIRMAN		 Nicholas A. Buoniconti, III

VICE CHAIRMAN	Mark F. Dalton

PRESIDENT 	 Marc A. Buoniconti

MEMBERS
Gary Abramson
Richard S. Aldrich, Jr.
Dick Anderson
Nick Arison
Robert C. Bantle
Adam E. Carlin
Harry Carson
Raymond G. Chambers
W. Dalton Dietrich, Ph.D.
Paul J. DiMare
Marco Dimitrijevic
James L. Ferraro
John Fox

ADVISORY BOARD

Dr. Julio Frenk
Tim Gannon
Richard W. Gray
Barth A. Green, M.D.
Matthew Whitman Lazenby
Allan D. Levi, M.D., Ph.D.
Reed Mack
Keith Misner
Diana Morrison
Victoria Ranger Nuñez
Daniel Schleifman
Thomas J. Vigorito 

Richard R. Booth
James M. Callahan, Sr. 
Gloria Estefan
Chris Evert
Emerson Fittipaldi
Darrell Gwynn
Julio Iglesias

Philip H. Knight
Christine E. Lynn
James J. Pallotta
Bill Simon
Barton G. Weiss
Robert C. Wright

ASSISTANT SECRETARY AND TREASURER
Diana C. Berning

CHAIRMAN EMERITUS
John A. Schneider



THE BUONICONTI FUND TO CURE PARALYSIS
The fundraising arm of The Miami Project to Cure Paralysis

located at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine
1095 NW 14th Terrace  •  Miami, FL  33136

(305) 243-4656 
  bfinfo@miami.edu  •  www.thebuonicontifund.com


